Parnell
you that you have gained but a fraction of that to which you
are entitled* And the Irishman who thinks he can now
throw away his arms, just as Grattan disbanded the volunteers
in 1783, will find to his sorrow and destruction when too late
that he has placed himself in the power of the perfidious
and cruel and relentless English enemy* * * * It is a good
sign that the masquerading knight-errant, this pretending
champion of the rights of every other nation except those of
the Irish nation, should be obliged to throw off the mask
to-day, and stand revealed as the man who, by his own utter-
ances, is prepared to carry fire and sword into your home-
steads, unless you humbly abase yourselves before him and
before the landlords of the country/*
There was more in the same strain, none of it seeming
seditious to the modern reader or any more than a politician
is entitled to say to the singular people who attend political
meetings; but it was enough for Mr* Forster and enough for
Mr* Gladstone, who, perhaps, disliked being called a mas-
querading knight-errant. The Cabinet met on Wednesday,
October 12, 1881, and decided, after deliberating for five
hours, to send Parnell to prison under the Coercion Act*
The Chief Secretary had arranged with Sir Thomas Steele,
the Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in Ireland, that if
the Cabinet consented to ParnelTs arrest, he would wire the
word ** proceed " to him, and now the jubilant Mr* Forster,
blissfully doing what Parnell wished him to do, telegraphed
to Sir Thomas* and Parnell was arrested at Morrison's Hotel
at half-past eight on Thursday morning, October 13* The
diversion for America had been made, but perhaps a doubt
of its worth was in Parneirs mind, for on the previous Sunday,
after his Wexford meeting was over, he sat at supper with
two of his colleagues, one of whom, after much hesitation,
timorously asked: ** Suppose they arrest you> Mr* Parnell;
have you any instructions to give us ?" Mr* Parnell looked
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